
 

The White Oak or Quercus alba    

 Not a very tall tree, typically 65–85 feet tall  

 Lower branches reach far out laterally parallel to the ground 

 It is not unusual for a white oak tree to be as wide as it is tall. 

 In spring, leaves are delicate silvery pink, covered with soft down 

 The entire tree has a misty, frosty look 

 This continues for several days passing through changes of soft pink, silvery white and 

finally yellow green 

 Leaves turn red or brown in autumn, depending on climate, site, and tree genetics, some 

trees are nearly always red, or even purple in autumn, others turn straight to brown  

 



 

The Bur Oak or Quercus macrocarpa  

 Large deciduous tree  

 Growing up to 100 ft in height 

 One of the most massive oaks with a trunk diameter of up to 10 ft 

 One of slowest-growing oaks, with growth rate of 1 ft per year when young 

 Bark is a medium gray and somewhat rugged 

 The flowers are greenish-yellow catkins, produced in the spring.  

 Grows in the open, away from forest canopy 
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The Swamp Chestnut Oak or Quercus michauxii 

 Known for its large fuzzy, coarsely toothed leaves & big acorns 

 Make a good shade tree with its broad, spreading branches & large foliage 

 Grows 60-80 feet in height & 2-3 feet in diameter 

 High quality wood 

 Grows best  in soils that are moist, permanently moist, or permanently wet 

 Tolerates standing water 

 

 

 



 

The Northern Red Oak or Quercus rubra 

 In forests, it grows straight and tall, 90 ft  

 A trunk of up to 20-40 in diameter 

 Open-grown trees do not get so tall, but develop a stouter trunk, up to 6 ft in diameter  

 Tolerant of many soils and varied situations  

 Prefers the glacial drift and well-drained borders of streams 

 Under optimal conditions, it is fast growing (A 10-year-old tree can be 15-20 ft tall) 

 In autumn, the leaves turn a rich red, sometimes brown  

  

 



 

The Pin Oak or Quercus palustris 

 Pyramidal through early maturity 

 Form turns more oval in older age 

 Fast – Growing , tolerates wet soils, likes full sun 

 Can grow in acidic, loamy, moist, rich, sandy , well-drained, wet or clay soil 

 Does not tolerate limestone 

 Glossy dark green leaves turn russet, bronze, or red 

 Grows 100+ feet tall & 25-45 feet in spread 

 

 



The Black Oak or Quercus velutina 

 Relatively small tree, reaching a height of 65-80 ft and a diameter of 35 ft 

 Grows larger in the south and center of its range, heights of up to 140 ft are known 

 Upper surface of the leaf is a shiny deep green, the lower is yellowish-brown.  

 The buds are velvety and covered in white hair 

 The acorns are small and almost as wide as they are long 

 Grows best on well drained, silty clay to loam soils 
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The Shagbark Hickory Oak or Carya ovate 

 Grows 60-75 feet in height and 1 foot in diameter 

 Grows best in a humid climate 

 Flowers in the spring when leaves are nearly full size in late March 

 The sweet nuts, once a staple food for American Indians, provide food for wildlife 

 Most distinctive of all the hickories because of its loose-plated bark 

 The fruit, a nut, is variable in size and shape 

 The fruit ripens in September and October and seeds are dispersed from September 

through December 

 The shell is relatively thin and the kernel is sweet and edible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


